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Pygoluciola mawsynram: A new species of the firefly genus Pygoluciola
Wittmer from India (Coleoptera: Lampyridae: Luciolinae)
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ABSTRACT

The paper presents a new species of the formerly rare firefly genus, Pygoluciola Wittmer, 1939, P. mawsynram
Nonglang, Das & Shangpliang sp. nov. from Meghalaya, Northeast India. This species belongs to Group 5, a group-
ing first defined by Wijekoon et al. (2024). Members of this group possess an aecdeagus and aedeagal sheath similar
to those of Group 1, lack prolongations on the posterior margins of V7 and T8, the posterior margin of T8 is not
downturned, and they do not exhibit a boomerang-shaped termination of the sheath sternite (except in P. nitescens).
Females were identified based on their mating association with the males. With this discovery, the global number of
recognized Pygoluciola species increases to 29. An updated species list and expanded identification key to the males
of known Pygoluciola species are also provided, along with the phylogenetic placement of the species.
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