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ABSTRACT 
 

The present study on the diversity and distribution of butterflies in the Rani and Garbhanga Reserve Forest of As-
sam was carried out from February 2021 to July 2024. The data of butterflies were collected in the Pre-monsoon, 
monsoon and retreating monsoon seasons using line transects and visual encounter survey (VES) methods.  The 
study encountered altogether 2,178 individuals of butterflies belonging to 306 species under six families, 25 sub-
families and 170 genera. Of the total 306 species, 27 species belonged to the family Papilionidae, 23 species were 
Pieridae, 114 were Nymphalidae, 72 were Lycaenidae, 3 were Riodinidae, and 67 species fell under the Hesperiidae 
family. The family Nymphalidae showed the highest diversity of butterflies, with 114 species, whereas the family 
Riodinidae showed the smallest butterfly family with only three species. Again, as per IUCN category status, there 
were only 23 species recognised as Least Concern, and the remaining 283 species were not being assessed. Under 
the IWPA (Act) of 2022, only five species were categorized as Schedule I, viz., Discophora sondaica Boisduval, 
1836, Stichophthalma camadeva Westwood, 1848, Elymnias peali Wood-Mason, 1883, Lethe europa Fabricius, 
1775, and Hypolycaena othona Hewitson, 1865 and 66 species were listed as Schedule II species.  However, the 
present study has reported that altogether 52 species were endemic butterflies in the region, those are present in Rani
-Garbhanga Reserve Forest, where the family Nymphalidae reported the highest of 28 endemic species, followed by 
the Hesperiidae with 12 species, Lycaenidae with six, Pieridae with three, Papilionidae reported two, and the family 
Riodinidae with one endemic species. The present work highlighted the conservation priority for both the reserve 
forests to protect the endemic and Schedule species of Butterflies in Assam. 
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