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ABSTRACT 
 

Westiellopsis interrupta Kanthamma 1972 was rediscovered from the mangrove ecosystem of the South 
West Coast of India after a lapse of 48 years. The taxon was first discovered from the paddy field soils. Its 
rediscovery is documented by a specimen recently collected from the mangrove ecosystem at Alappuzha, 
extending its distribution within the Indian subcontinent. Currently, all the valid species of Westiellopsis 
originated from India. None of the species was reported from the marine habitat. Therefore, the occurrence 
of the species, W. interrupta Kanthamma 1972 regarded new addition to the marine cyanobacterial flora. 
Detailed taxonomic descriptions, distribution, photomicrographs, habitat and ecology of W. interrupta are 
provided for ease of understanding .  
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